Remembering Ranger Tyrone - Feb. 21, 2026

Good Morning,

I am Betty Harris-Burkette and I bring greetings and appreciation to each of you

for coming out to honor the life and legacy of Ranger Tyrone Louis Burkette.

Ranger Tyrone has been referred to as a renaissance man because of his many
talents, skills & abilities. Also, he 1s called a trailblazer because he set the wheels in
motion to assure that the Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve had one of the
best soft trail systems of any park in the metro area.

In August 2016, our paths crossed on a hike at the Nature Preserve. Our paths
were united in May 2017. It was my honor & privilege to have been married to a
kindhearted man, whose character embodied integrity, honesty, faithfulness,
patience, and love.

Thank you for coming out to remember this amazing man, [ am grateful to
everyone that had a part in today’s events. [ am truly thankful for:

* The support of family, friends and the hiking community

* Design Team at Interpretive Studio (Sarah Lisle)

* Entire Team at Arabia Mountain Heritage Area Alliance (Arabia Alliance)

* Entire Team at Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve

* For the partners of Arabia Alliance and the Nature Preserve

* Shaundon Moore/Georgia Conservancy that’s leading today’s Hike. Thanks for

accepting the Torch — Tyrone passed on to you.

* Birds Georgia for their restoration work to revitalized these 19 acres of grassland.
* Members of Harris-Burkette Families

Tyrone always connected with nature no matter where he lived. In 2000, he
relocated to Georgia, and in 2001, discovered the Nature Preserve. This is what he
documented in his journal about his discovery: “this Remarkable Beauty -that’s
Spiritual and Healing, it left him Renewed & Inspired.”

He wanted everyone to know about this very special place, that was quiet and
peaceful, that causes one to pause and connect with nature, so he volunteered as
a trail guide and started developing the soft trails.

In March 2004, he was officially hired as a park ranger for Dekalb County and

worked 8 years before retiring in March 2012. During this time, he became known as

Tyrone of Arabia.



Tyrones’s many careers included: professor, pastor, church executive, and
college president. But being a Park Ranger was what he called his “Fun Job, the
Perfect Job — The Best Job Ever!” He was so elated to be paid for doing something
he absolutely loved. He got to work outdoors and make the Nature Preserve a better

and safer place for the community to enjoy.

As I close, the Family want to express special thanks to Arabia Alliance because
in 2025 they established the Tyrone Burkette Memorial Internship Fund. This

fund was created to honor his legacy and encourage future trailblazers. I am excited

because this Internship Fund will help plant seeds for future park rangers.

I am delighted to announce that an anonymous donor has made a commitment to
match all gifts received in 2026 up to $5,000. This same individual has committed to
repeating this match in 2027 & 2028. Please consider making a donation to the

Tyrone Burkette Memorial Fund. This can be done in several ways:

* Online/Website: arabiaalliance.org (under Donate is a drop-down box on
where to apply your donation)

* Also, you can to scan the QR code displayed on the Interpretive Sign

* Mail /Bring your gift to the Alliance’s office located at 3350 Klondike Rd.,
Stonecrest, Ga 30038

Tyrone was proud of the work done by the staff at Arabia Alliance and the Nature

Preserve. Your on-going donations will provide resources to assist in their endeavors.

It was always a privilege to walk with Tyrone. His knowledge and
willingness to share made each step meaningful. His demeanor made each

hike a delight!

Again, Thanks for coming to pay tribute to Ranger Tyrone. His Spirit
still lives on in nature and in the Hearts of those who loved and appreciated

him.



