DSRVNETA
Media Contact: Jeff Dingler, Communications Manager @m?&m
Arabia Mountain Heritage Area Alliance
p: 678-699-2768 | e: jeff@arabiaalliance.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2024

Arabia Alliance Launches History Harvest For A New Book

Staff from the Arabia Mountain Heritage Area Alliance is seeking historic and vintage images, photos and
postcards for a photographic history of the Heritage Area.

STONECREST, GA - WANTED: Vintage photos and stories, and lots of them! The Arabia
Mountain Heritage Area Alliance, stewards of Atlanta’s Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area
Alliance, has launched a History Harvest! Arabia Alliance Communications Manager Jeff Dingler
and Assistant Executive Director Brigette Jones are compiling a photographic history of the Arabia
Mountain National Heritage Area and are looking for historic images of Lithonia, Conyers,
Covington, Arabia, Stone and Panola Mountains, Bruce Street, Flat Rock and the Klondike
Corridor to include in an upcoming book.

The History Harvest officially launched at the East DeKalb Senior Center at Bruce Street in
Lithonia on Tuesday, November 12 and will continue with a monthly “harvest” event at different
locations until Summer 2025. The next one will be held on Thursday, December 12 from 11lam-
6pm at the Arabia Alliance office at 3350 Klondike Rd in Stonecrest, GA 30038. For those who'd
like to share their history today and/or can’t make it to one of our events, please email or call
Communications Manager Jeff Dingler: p: 678-699-2768 | e: jeff@arabiaalliance.org

“I've been a writer all my adult life, so it’s a dream come true to write a history book like this,” said
Communications Manager Jeff Dingler, who will be compiling images and writing the book with
Assistant Executive Director and historian Brigitte Jones for the next nine months. Jones is a
revered Black historian, MOTH storyteller, and contributing author to the New York Times
bestselling book The MOTH Presents: A Point of Beauty. Dingler is a respected journalist and writer
having written for The New York Times, Washington Post, New York Magazine, Newsweek,
WIRED, and the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, among others. “Brigette is such a gifted and
natural historian and working with her on this project has been so fun and enlightening. I can’t
wait to share what we've already learned about this Heritage Area!”

The images and stories collected from these History Harvests will be curated into a photographic
history book featuring heritage sites scattered throughout the National Heritage Area (NHA) such
as Bruce Street School, Historic Lithonia, Lyon Farm, Monastery of the Holy Spirit, Flat Rock,
Ragsdale House, Parker House, South River, Panola Mountain, and quarries at and around Arabia
Mountain. More details can be found at the Arabia Alliance’s History Harvest page.

“History is the foundation of who and what we are, as well as how we got here,” said Jones about
the importance of the book, the first to be written about Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area.
“It is only through chronicling and preserving our history that we can leave clues to those in the
future about how to not repeat our past. History Harvest and programs like it are dedicated to the
accurate and ethical preservation of our American stories.”






Father Methodius at the Monastery of the Holy Spirit installs the famous salve window in the sanctuary, 1950s.
(Courtesy of the Monastery of the Holy Spirit)



The Lithonia Conga Club was part of Lithonia’s vibrant African American culture in the 1960s. (Courtesy of

Legretta Freeman)



